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Last month, 150 guests including Moody’s senior management, volunteers, employees that serve on our grantees’ not-
for-profit boards and special guests joined together to celebrate The Moody’s Foundation’s 10-year anniversary.  

Fran Laserson, President of The Moody’s Foundation gave the opening address and talked about the Foundation’s growth 
over the years, its approach and formula for success. The Foundation decided early on to work with a distinct portfolio of 
community partners through which Moody’s can develop strong, trusting and long-lasting relationships. This partnership-
based approach also benefits our grantees, who face the constant challenge of fundraising in order to accomplish their 
objectives. “We know that not-for-profits cannot concentrate on solving problems if they are constantly fundraising. So 
we really value long-term grantee relationships, and one-third of our current grantees have been with us since the very 
start of The Foundation in 2002” said Fran.  

Following Fran, Ray McDaniel, President and CEO of Moody’s Corporation, talked about the Foundation’s evolution and 
its overall success. “[Establishing the Foundation] was an opportunity to show that Moody’s is more than a financial 
services company and one that is made up of individuals who want to use their skills to help others in communities 
where we live and work. Now, 10 years later, the original idea and expectations have been greatly exceeded.” The 
Moody’s Foundation has had great success in the U.S., has expanded overseas to include a staff member in London, and 
hopes to extend its efforts around the world, particularly as more businesses and non-profits join together to solve  
global problems.  

Chancellor Dennis Wolcott who leads the New York City Department of Education, talked about the contributions that 
Moody’s and The Foundation have made in the city’s schools, a message that was echoed by many of the invited guests 
and grantees. “The Foundation should be commended, the company should be commended, for all that you have done 
for us and especially in our schools” said Wolcott. “The one priority for us is how we make sure we provide a high-quality 
education to our students, and partnerships with Moody’s allows us to accomplish this goal.” 

Linda Huber, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, closed the evening’s remarks by reading an official 
proclamation from New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. “Together, we mark the Foundation’s first decade and look 
forward to the Foundation’s continued growth and to seeing its commitment to improving education and the quality of 
life for New Yorkers pay even greater dividends in the years ahead. I therefore, Michael R Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of 
New York, in recognition of this 10th anniversary celebration, do hereby proclaim, today, Thursday, November 15th, 
2012, in the City of New York, as Moody’s Foundation day.” 

 

Pictured: Fran Laserson, Dennis Wolcott, Linda Huber and Ray McDaniel 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $2.3 billion in 2011, employs approximately 6,100 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
28 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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